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1.00 Introduction

This document was commissioned by the Faversham
Enterprise Partnership on behalf of Faversham Town

Council and sponsored by Kent County Council, The
Faversham Enterprise Partnership, the Bensted's Charity

and the Faversham Municipal Charities, in December 2011.
The detailed preparation has been undertaken with the
Faversham Joint Public Realm Working Group, which includes
representatives of the town council, Swale Borough Council
and Kent County Council.

In addition to those partners above, the study has developed
through consultation with a number of landowners and
businesses within the creekside area. A period of public
consultation commenced with an exhibition of the draft
proposals held in Faversham on 10th March 2012, with
opportunities for responses over subsequent weeks. It has
been endorsed by Faversham Town Council, Swale Borough
Council and Kent County Council as guidance for future
improvements to the public realm at Faversham Creek.

The aim of this study is to develop a strategy for the improvement
of the footpaths, streetscape and public realm of Faversham
creekside, as shown on (fig 01).

The Strategy is complementary to the Faversham Streetscape
Strategy (2005), covering the town centre and adjacent
residential streets, adopted by the Joint Transportation

Board of Kent County Council and Swale Borough Council.
The broad aims and approach adopted in the Faversham
Streetscape Strategy are identical to this strategy. However,
planning issues concerning the uses, existing or proposed, or
the detailed design of development, are not within the remit of
this strategy.

Almost all of the creekside area lies within the designated
Faversham Conservation Area and therefore the Conservation
Area Character Appraisal has also been taken into account in
the development of this strategy.

Itis intended that the two strategies will be delivered as a
single town-wide set of measures through the agreed mechanism
of the Faversham Joint Public Realm Working Group.

1.00 Introduction. continued
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These documents should be consulted in conjunction with this Strategy. X
fig 01 Location o
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1.00 Introduction. continued

101
WHY IS A STREETSCAPE STRATEGY REQUIRED FOR THE CREEKSIDE
AREA?

The Faversham Streetscape Strategy (2005) has successfully
influenced the coordinated approach to improvements to street
surfaces and street furniture in the town centre and the Tony
Fullwood Associates report on Faversham Creek Area Action Plan,

Developing Proposals and Future Planning Policy Options to deliver

regeneration of the Creek Area (October 2010) proposed that this
approach be extended in more detail to the Faversham Creek area
as an integral part of its regeneration. This approach is supported
by Faversham Town Council, Swale Borough Council, Kent County
Council, Faversham United Municipal Charities, the Bensted's
Charity and Faversham Enterprise Partnership.

As both the appraisal of the character of the creekside and the
appraisal of the issues in the streetscape (sections 2.00 and 3.00)
demonstrate, the creekside has a set of unique character issues,
distinct from but related to those of the town centre and wider
town.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

The streetscape or public realm,
those spaces between buildings and
the creek itself, are the setting for
the activities and buildings of the
area and is a major contributor to its
character.

Streetscape is used in this context

to refer to any route and its
surroundings, whether urban or rural,
informal or formal, hard or soft.

Many interests compete for space
in the public realm: pedestrians,
residents, visitors and workers,
bicycles, buses, cars and heavy
goods vehicles, moving or parked.
The responsibilities for the public
realm are diverse, and therefore
decisions affecting it can be
uncoordinated, resulting in a
sometimes cluttered and uncared-for
appearance.

For all these reasons it is
recognised that the streetscape
as a whole requires a strategy to
coordinate design, interventions
and maintenance by all those who
have responsibilities within the
public realm; the local community,
the local councils at all levels,
utility companies, businesses and
developers.

It is important that future work
within the public realm of
Faversham Creek follows the
guidance in this strategy, in order
that the use of scarce resources
can be maximised in contributing
to its improvement.

1.00 Introduction. continued

102
THE STRUCTURE OF THIS
STRATEGY.

The principal aim of the strategy
is that improvements in the public
realm should respond to and
enhance the character and dis-
tinctiveness of the creekside area.

Therefore in:

Section 2.00

The characteristics of the creekside
public realm are analysed and ap-
praised, and set within the character
of each part of the area.

Section 3.00

summarises the issues arising from
an analysis of the public realm (con-
dition, legibility, connectivity etc).

Section 4.00
sets out the guiding principles of the
strategy.

Section 5.00
outlines the action plan for the public
realm.

Section 6.00

identifies specific projects which
would individually and as a whole,
contribute to the improvement of the
public realm.

Section 7.00
sets out indicative costings for each
project.

Section 8.00
provides guidance on implementation
of the Strategy.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

m
[z}
=
=}
=
-
o
S}
=
5
2
o
[S)
c




(%)
m
o
=
(=}
=
)
=}
=}
=
s
=
o
El=
>
2
>
o
3
=
el
o
2
o
)
=
o
=
@
o
=
>
=
[S]
5
%
%
£
Ee)
=
o
i
%
<}
=
T
=

2.00 The Character of Creekside and its Streetscape

The focus and raison d'étre of the character of the Creekside area
is Faversham Creek itself, as it runs from Stonebridge Pond in the
west, through the Basin then past the quays on the town side, and
the softer green banks on the Brents side, then turns north to join
the Swale.

The creek side’s character is formed by these areas, different from

one another in terms of topography, sense of enclosure, functions
(past and present), built form and urban or rural characteristics.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

While Faversham Creek is the

area’s unifying thread, its changing
nature accentuates its diversity; a
freshwater stream and pond to the
west, a commercially enclosed, tidal
basin further east, then a more open
aspect through a chiefly urban,
predominantly residential locale with
green spaces formed by Front Brents,
Crab Island, Faversham Reach and
Waterside Close to the north and
Provender Walk to the south, and
then by the more industrialised areas
formed by the former oil depot,
coach depot, Standard Quay and

Iron Wharf, and finally north as a
more sinuous, more natural waterway
running through farm and marsh land
to the Swale.

Because of this uniquely diverse
nature it is logical that design
and management solutions differ,
in response to those differing
characters.

The creekside area has been divided
into character sub areas (see map
fig 02) to reflect this diversity.
These character areas are appraised
below and the nature of the
streetscape in each is identified.

2.00 The Character of Creekside and its Streetscape. continued
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2.01 Stonebridge Pond. Character Area 1

This secluded area, hemmed in by walls and hedges on its northern and
western sides, with land rising up Davington Hill is the highest point of the
Creekside area. Views across the area to the landmark of the pyramidal

roof topping the tower of Davington Church, can be seen from a number of
vantage points. Trees form a major enclosing aspect of the area, as do the
attractive cranked red brick walls either side of the road up Brent Hill. The
man made ponds, interconnected linear stretches of water, can be seen from
gaps in wall and hedge and from Flood Lane. This is a somewhat secretive
area as it is occupied by well used allotments. One of the few vantage points
from which to view the area is a small greenspace to the western end of West
Street. This attractive space, equipped with seat and interpretation board is
something of a dead end. There is potential to create a link to Davington Hill,
thus bypassing a corner with little provision for the pedestrian.

fig 03

The characteristic red brick walls of
Brent Hill, opening and closing views.
Note the shared surface on this narrow
lane.

fig 04
A fine boundary wall made of local flints
encloses Davington Hill. The pavement
is very narrow at this point.

fig 05

Stonebridge Pond at its westernmost
end is a more open area of. The tower of
Davington Church is on the ridge.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

The other view is from the greenspace
at the eastern end of Flood Lane. The
lane has an informal character greatly
valued by residents. The eastern
half of Flood Lane is marked out by
timber posts to prevent vehicles
intruding onto the green space. Its
surface is breaking up and has
potholes in places. Due to pressure of
vehicle parking and the poor surface,
walkers are creating a new route
across the green. As the water table
is very close to the surface it is prone
to large puddles.

2.01 Stonebridge Pond continued.

fig 06
A rare general view of the allotments
glimpsed from Brent Hill.

fig 07

The extensive allotments glimpsed
through an ivy clad gateway near the
foot of Davington Hill.

fig 08
Stonebridge Pond from Flood Lane.
The water provides a natural boundary
between green space and allotments.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

fig 09
Flood Lane. Timber posts prevent
vehicle encroachment onto the green.
The lane surface is breaking up and
is bypassed by pedestrians when the
potholes are flooded.

fig 10

The restful viewing area, with interpreta-
tion board, just at the foot of Davington
Hill.
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- THE CHARACTER OF CREEKSIDE AND ITS STREETSCAPE

SECTION 2.00
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2.02 The Basin. Character Area 2

Here the creek widens to an impounded stretch of water (at high tide) or

mud, when the tide is out. It is bounded by the wharfs on its south side and
the west (Ordnance Wharf), and the softer, verdant banks on the north side.
It is here in the Basin that the larger floorplate buildings are to be found; the
factory of BMM Weston fronting Brent Road, the bottling plant of Shepherd

Neame, and associated distribution yard, and Morrisons foodstore. Whilst

these may not be the most attractive of buildings, they represent the larger

scale business premises along the creekside. The Morrisons building has
been designed to provide roofscape interest, recalling traditional industrial
buildings. The Purifier building, situated at the western end where the
creek emerges from a bridge between the it and the Ordnance Wharf, is

an attractive, yet long vacant building. Plans for its reuse and conservation
are being progressed at the time of writing. Due to its design, location and
original use, this building is a heritage asset, directly addressing the Creekside
footpath routes. Ordnance Wharf is a peninsular between the two outlets of
Stonebridge Pond. At present it is an almost totally cleared site. Its historic
brick retaining walls are in poor condition, but its location offers good views

along the Basin.

fig 13
The basin path emerges abruptly from
the left onto Brent Road.

fig 14
Flood Lane narrows to a path on the
north side of the Purifier building on the
left.

fig 15

The sensitive detailing of the materials
and layout of the path on the north side
of the Basin.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

The unmade track running behind
both the Purifier building and
Ordnance Wharf is in need of repair.
The unmade track running behind
both the Purifier building and
Ordnance Wharf is in need of repair.
At present it is chiefly a footpath
with minimal vehicular movements
for access to the allotments and
Ordnance Wharf.

The track emerges at the point where
Brent Road, built to conventional
highway standards meets the foot

of the older Brent Hill, a narrower
shared surface lane between high
brick walls. The footpath ‘disappears’
into the carriageway at this point
before picking up at the pavement of

Brent Road or the footpath following
the northern bank of the Basin. This
footpath, recently surfaced with
compacted gravel edged in timber,
wanders between the bushes and
trees along the bank and the BMM
Weston car park. It emerges at its
eastern end onto a grassed area
some way short of Bridge Road and
Front Brents.

2.02 The Basin. continued

The Shepherd Neame bottling plant
and yard occupy a considerable
stretch of the southern side of the
basin, with premises extending to
the wharf wall, making public access
impossible. The need for security and
the utilitarian nature of the building
result in almost ‘dead’ frontages
facing the Basin. The high screen
wall for Morrisons yard and the north
elevation of the foodstore have a
similar effect, although relieved by a
quayside walkway along this frontage,
surfaced with block pavers and
protected by bollards and chains.
The walkway turns south between
the blank walls of both premises; it

is approached at either end by short
flights of steps. The existence or

fig 16
The junction with Flood Lane on the
left, where Brent Road narrows to the
enclosing walls of Brent Hill.

fig 17
The Basin path seen from the bridge,
across the green space.

fig 18

The informal path along the north
side of the Basin, looking towards the
bridge.

destination of this path is unclear
until it is reached. Its appearance
between two walls topped by security
wire is extremely unattractive. The
combination of these factors means
that it is hardly used and has a
reputation as being unsafe. The views
from the ‘Morrisons Wharf’ area both
to the west and east, are attractive at
various states of the tide and the day.

fig 19
Flood Lane looking towards Ordnance
Wharf.

fig 20

The quay on the north side of Morrisons
with the Purifier building on the left and
Ordnance Wharf ahead.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy
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2.02 The Basin. continued

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

fig 21
The Basin looking east from the quay
on the north side of Morrisons store.

fig 22
The southern end of the path between
the walls of Morrisons and Shepherd
Neame's delivery areas.

fig 23

The apparent dead end of the path on
the north side of Morrisons yard contin-
ues unpromisingly to the right.

fig 24

The path diverts south between the
yards of Shepherd Neame's and Mor-
risons premises.

2.02 The Basin. continued

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

(%]
m
o
=]
(=}
4
b
o
=]
-
TS
=
o
I
>
2
>
o
9
=
)
o
=
o
2
=
o
=
@
=]
=
>
=
(<]
5
»
%]
g
e
=
i
i
@
<]
>
T
=




»
m
(2]
=
(=}
=
)
=3
=1
=
T
m
o
I
>
o
>
Q
=
m
B
o
-
o
Bl
m
m
P
@)
S}
m
>
=
o
=
»
%)
=
Bl
m
m
—
»
<]
>
T
m

2.03 The Town Quay, Quay Lane and ‘Square’. Character Area 3.

This is one of the key focal points of the creekside area; where the
town centre and the quayside are most directly connected both
visually; in terms of historic buildings and materials, and physically,
in terms of a direct footpath link. The direct sight line between
Court Street via Quay Lane to the waterfront and Front Brents, is

a rare opportunity to exploit this connectivity.

The Listed (II*) 15th century timber
framed and jettied TS Hazard
building (at present occupied by the
sea cadets) is a natural focal point
and is the main determinant of the
scale of the area. The setting of this
building must be taken into account
in any proposals for this area. The
Swan and Harlequin pub and 18th
century townhouse adjoining it,
effectively terminate the view from
Conduit Street, and their location
provides a cue for enhancing the
sense of an informal square at this
point. This area is discussed in the
Faversham Streetscape Strategy, and
the conclusions in that document are
endorsed in this one.

Public access to the Town Quay and
Green via TS Hazard and Quay Lane
is somewhat confusing in that the
ownership of the area is unclear.

This area has the greatest
concentration of traditional paving
materials in situ, and every effort
should be made to ensure their
survival and preservation in situ.
They represent significant heritage
assets and should be a reference
point for public realm improvements.
They consist of the stretch of granite
setts and ‘wheelers’ leading from
North Conduit Street to the green,
lengths of setts on the eastern side
of North Lane, the margin of blue
glazed pavers at the junction of
Belvedere Road and the kerbing
along Quay Lane.

The northern portion of this area
continuing the attractive fine-grained
mixed use character of this sub

area is primarily accessed from the
narrow southern end of Belvedere
Road. Pavements are narrow and
discontinuous, although the widened
Belvedere Road is characterised by
pavements of a standardised design,
including a standard road access to
Provender Mill.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

The only east-west link to Abbey
Street between Quay Lane and
Standard Quay is Smack Alley,

a narrow passageway, hardly

visible between the continuous
historic facades of Abbey Street.
The alignment of the alley gives

a glimpse of the creekside from
Abbey Street: its value as a key
connection should be recognised.
The recent construction of a crossing
point at Belvedere Road is an
acknowledgement of this importance.
The surface of Smack Alley is
tarmac, patched in places. Given the
significance of this lane it could be
re-surfaced in more locally distinctive
materials.

The character of the quaysides in this
area varies considerably. The dead
end at its northernmost extent has
been partially utilised as an informal
sitting area. The ‘missing link at
Provender Mill where the building
fronts directly onto the creek has
been connected by the excellent

example of fixing to the building a
cantilevered deck supported by cast
iron brackets.

The privately owned quayside

just north of Town Quay currently
occupied by commercial premises is
protected at either end by security
fencing. The quayside itself consists
of a grassed strip approximately 3
metres wide fronted by a single storey
timber building.

2.03 The Town Quay, Quay Lane and ‘Square’. continued

fig 26

The boundary between developments
runs across the quayside creating a
dead end.

fig 27
The inappropriate and poor condition of
the surface degrades the setting of the
listed building (II*) T S Hazard on the
right.

fig 28
Discontinuity of access. Belvedere Quay
looking south west.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

fig 29
Town Quay and green looking to the
north eastern fenced boundary.

fig 30
Quay Lane looking towards the creek
from Court Street. Note the narrow

pavements either side of the roadway.

fig 31

A recent cantilevered deck on the front
of Provender Mill creates a welcome
connection along the quayside.
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2.03 The Town Quay, Quay Lane and ‘Square’. continued

fig 32

The unsightly boundary of the sub sta-
tion and the insensitive treatment of the
levels on the south eastern corner of the
medieval T S Hazard.

fig 33
A rare survival: historic glazed brick
paver margin at the junction of Belve-
dere Road and Quay Lane.

fig 34

The over-wide suburbanised access to
Provender Mill is inappropriate in this.
location. Note the van parked on the
junction.

fig 35

The south western boundary of Town
Quay and green, with the boundary wall
of the car park and the bridge beyond.

fig 36

A glimpse down Smack Alley from Ab-
bey Street reveals a direct link to the
creek.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

2.03 The Town Quay, Quay Lane and ‘Square’. continued

fig 37

Town Quay and green from Front
Brents, with the timber framed T S
Hazard in the centre..

fig 38
Smack Alley looking towards Abbey
Street illustrating the condition and
materials of its surface.

fig 39

Smack Alley looking towards the creek.

fig 40

Belvedere Road looking towards Quay
Lane; an opportunity for sensitive im-
provement.

fig 41

Conduit Street. Heavy lorries giving way
and negotiating the corner hint at op-
portunities for traffic management.

fig 42
Conduit Road looking north east to the
‘square’, terminated by the Swan and
Harlequin. The unsightly boundary on
the right and degraded surface on the
left should be improved.

fig 43

The well preserved and finely detailed
granite accessway to Town Quay from
Conduit Street.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy
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2.03 The Town Quay, Quay Lane and ‘Square’. continued
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2.04 Front Brents and the Bridge. Character area 4.

The main approach to Front Brents from the town is via the creek
bridge: this is a gateway to the north bank of the creek from the
town centre. It also forms a key east-west connection between

Front Brents and the Basin.

The bridge is a ‘pinch-point’
funnelling pedestrians and vehicles
(which have to give way to oncoming
traffic on the single lane carriageway)
on this narrow crossing over the
sluice gates (fig 45).

As the swing bridge has not been
operational for some years, the
working areas and related small scale
buildings are in need of repair and
maintenance (fig 46). The gates on
either side which closed the road
when the swing bridge was open are
in a very poor state of repair. The
road deck tarmac surface has holes
in places, revealing the steel deck
below.

The ‘kee clamp’ type galvanised
steel railings are of the most basic
type and do not reflect the character
of this area (fig 47). The pedestrian
experience is somewhat hazardous,
not only due to the very narrow
pavements and heavy vehicles
passing over the bridge, but also on
crossing Bridge Road.

The link between Front Brents and
the path running along the north side
of the Basin is indistinct and obscure
where it would cross the grassed area
on the north west side of the bridge
(fig 48). Indeed the designated
footpath leads the pedestrian along
Brent Road, a much less attractive

route. It is necessary that both visual
and physical connectivity is improved
to link Front Brents and the north
side of the Basin.

Front Brents itself is an attractive
creekside walk, fronted by two short
terraces of modest, rendered, 19th
century artisan cottages, alternating
with intimate greens (fig 49). It is
entered from Bridge Road past a gate
which acts as an emergency access
way and emphasises its status as a
private road (fig 50). An information
board explains the significance and
history of The Brents, but it has
suffered some vandalism.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

The approach to Front Brents is

by way of a plastic grid stabilising
the ground. as this is an area of
vehicle turning (fig 51). The walk is
wide enough for residents parking,
although this is causing physical and
visual intrusion onto the banks of the
Creek, but is ‘contained’ somewhat
by a line of timber posts.

fig 45

A glimpse of Front Brents from Bridge
Road, framed between two disused
structures as the narrow bridge is ap-
proached.

fig 46

A disused building on the north side of
the bridge. See also the poor condition
of the gate.
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2.04 Front Brents and the Bridge. continued

2.04 Front Brents and the Bridge. continued

The shared surface of Front Brents area. Generally, seats and benches
extends directly to the front doors of  are fairly scarce around the Creekside
the cottages (fig 52), although further  area (fig 59).

east there are some short front )

gardens. The surface is tarmac with 1 he northern fringe of Front Brents

a surface dressing of gravel which in  character area is marked by Church
its mature state is attractive as well Road, here the pavements are very
as durable. However recent ‘blacktop’  Narrow in places, sometimes a little

patching of potholes is less attractive, ~ Delow the road level, and therefore
are less attractive for the pedestrian.

Timber posts, granite kerbs set The pavement disappears altogether
vertically into the greens and concrete  as it runs into the large green running
posts, all contribute to keeping the down from Upper Brents (fig 60).
greens and river banks free from the ~ The surfaces of these pavements are
intrusion of vehicles (fig 53). The generally tarmac.

small car park for 10 vehicles (fig

54), set within the larger green is
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adequately designed, but obviously
the demands of residents parking
exceeds this capacity, especially as
the Albion pub, standing alone at the
centre of Front Brents, is adjacent to
it (fig 55).

The diagonal path across this larger
green (fig 56) is a well used route

to the bridge, avoiding the traffic on
Church Road and opening up classic
views of the Faversham waterfront
(fig 57 and fig 58), including Town
Quay. Two cast iron framed ‘serpent’
pattern benches are situated in

this sunny position. A home made
bench nearer the bridge reflects the
desirability of stopping a while in this

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

fig 47

Approaching Front Brents from the
bridge, also showing the inappropriate
railings.

fig 48

The visual link from the end of the basin
pathway to Front Brents, across Bridge
Road.

fig 49
The informal character of Front Brents,
with buildings and small gardens alter-
nating.

fig 50
The entry point to Front Brents, with
information board.

fig 51
A ground reinforcement grid provides a
makeshift turning area, although erosion
of the surface continues.

fig 52
The surface of Front Brents extends to
the fronts of most houses.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

The edge of the greens is protected in
this case by upturned granite kerbing.
Note the ‘serpent’ frame benches in the
background.

fig 54

The car park and vehicular entrance to
Front Brents with the disused church in
the background.

fig 55
The frontage of the Albion pub provides
a sitting out area directly onto Front
Brents.
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fig 56
The diagonal path from Front Brents to
Church Road provides a pleasant route
to the bridge.

fig 57

The spire of Faversham Church framed
between buildings on Belvedere Wharf,
seen from Front Brents.

fig 58
An attractive view of Town Quay from
Front Brents.

2.04 Front Brents and the Bridge. continued

fig 59
The north end of Front Brents showing
erosion of the edge.

fig 60
The narrow pavement along Church
Road terminates abruptly as it adjoins
Upper Brents.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

2.04 Front Brents and the Bridge. continued

appraisal

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy
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2.05 Belvedere Road. Character area 5.

This area, north of Provender Mill, is solely comprises recent
(1980s - 90s), two and three storey residential terraces, most
fronting the Creek and others fronting the east side of Belvedere
Road. The west side of Belvedere Road is mainly fronted by
garage courts, relieved by the gable ends of garage blocks. Thus,
in contrast to the Town Quay area, the character of this area is of
single use, similar building types, constructed within a relatively
short period

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

The massing of the developments
creates a rhythm of grouped gable
ends alternating with ridgelines
parallel with the quay: and a large
pyramidal roof topped by a diminutive
cupola.

The only truly public realm is
Belvedere Road: five short access
ways link the road to the quayside,
offering views of Front Brents and
Crab Island. Looking from Front
Brents, these gaps provide vistas

to the church spire and tower. The
northern end of the area is at present
terminated by a partially vacant site
extending across the carriageway,
with the only way through being an
extension of the eastern pavement of
Belvedere Road (fig 61).

fig 62

Looking north along Belvedere Road
where it terminates in a vacant site.
However, the pavement continues
northwards on the right.

fig 63

The southern end of the quayside of this
area is terminated by a boundary wall,
creating a dead end.

fig 64
View showing the general character of
this area, note the blockwork surface of
the quayside and the front gardens.

Along the creek, there is a quayside
walk in front of the houses. This is
continuous, except in one location
where the boundary wall between
developments extends to stop up

this route. The quayside walk is

not formally adopted but is used
informally (fig 62). The surface is of
brick pavers laid in a herringbone
pattern typical of the period. The
quayside margin is protected by
bollards linked by chains (fig 63).
The quayside front gardens and other
boundaries introduce a suburban
character, somewhat at odds with the
current character of creekside overall.

2.05 Belvedere Road. coontinued

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy
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2.06 Crab Island. Character area 6

The Crab Island area is the most open of the creekside areas
within built-up Faversham. It has two distinct parts: the high area
sweeping down from Upper Brents in a grassed swathe with
occasional trees (fig 65), and the lower, wilder creekside bank,
edged by reeds and mud (fig 66). A narrow tributary creek divides
these two areas. An indentation in the line of the bank was formed
to aid the turning of barges.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

The creekside footpath is the only The path meanders follows the creek
delineated pedestrian route. It is bank until it makes an abrupt turn
approached from the west via Front inland as it reaches the concrete
Brents through a flimsy timber post retaining walls of the Faversham

and rail fence; the unmade path is Reach development whose flank walls
subject to flooding at particularly high ~ dominate this area (fig 69). Walkers

tides. use the footpath here to reach the

. . o creekside (fig 70).
An interpretation board is situated

alongside the path. The information The footpath, now slightly raised and
panel is missing and the timber frame  directly following the concrete wall,

for the board is not in good condition  turns north eastward to end in a

(fig 67). dank, dark, cramped alley between

i . the concrete wall and industrial
The outlet for the tributary is formed premises (fig 71 and fig 72). The
by corrugated steel culvert arches (fig  \orthern boundary of the area is
68). These carry the path and earth  formeq by Upper Brents Road, often
bank over the inlet. This ‘bridge’ is lined by parked cars: there is no
unattractive and could be improved. footpath on this side of the road.

fig 66
View across the green swathe from Up-
per Brents towards the church spire.

fig 67
The path across Crab from the north
easterly end of Front Brents.

fig 68

The timber frame for the interpretation
board remains, but the board itself is
missing. The informal character of the
path is missing.

2.06 Crab Island. continued

fig 69
The unsightly corrugated steel lining for
the culvert and outlet, the footpath runs
over it.

fig 70
The footpath meanders north east
towards the retaining walls of the Faver-
sham Reach development.

fig 71

Attractive view of the creek from the
path, looking towards the far end of Wa-
terside Close, the masts of the barges
and the open landscape of the Swale
beyond.

fig 72
The path continues inland along the foot
of the concrete retaining wall.

fig73
Turning the corner, the path continues:
on the north side of the retaining wall to
the rear of industrial premises.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy
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2.06 Crab Island. continued

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

2.07 Standard Quay. Character area 7

This waterfront area is the main location where Thames barges
can be seen, either moored or on stocks being repaired. It is both
a working area and an emblematic element of the heritage of

Faversham (fig 75).

fig 75
Significant areas of Standard Quay are
devoted to the repair and restoration of
the locally distinctive Thames barges
which have traditionally traded from
Faversham.

fig 76
Informal sign at the southern end of Ab-
bey Street advertising the attractions of
Standard Quay.

fig 77

The unpromising approach to Standard
Quay, turning left past The Anchor pub
on the right.

fig 78
An attractive informal group of weather-
boarded buildings in front of the timber
framed and brick ‘Monks Granary’ on
the right.

fig 79

The narrow path which serves as an
alternative approach to the Standard
Quay area from Belvedere Road. Largely
disused sites can be seen on the right.

To some degree it is a place which
has to be discovered, either by
walking some nearly half a mile

from Market Place along the full
length of Abbey Street (fig 76), or

by entering via the uninviting narrow
footpath at the top of Belvedere
Road. In both cases it is not until one
has finally reached the quay, that

its attractiveness and character is
revealed. The Anchor pub terminates
the long view north up Abbey Street.
It is here that a number of signs of

a variety of shape, size and design
announce the businesses which have
been established in recent years,
Even having turned left at the Anchor,
Standard Quay remains hidden;
instead one is confronted by the

wir

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

entrance to the bus depot and the
1950s Quayside House single storey
offices (fig 76). The road surface at
this point is poorly maintained and a
sign board indicates other business
premises. Finally, having ventured

a little to the right, the masts and
tan sails, and the roofscape of the
wharfside buildings come into view
(fig 78).

The approach from Belvedere Road is
particularly unattractive as the narrow
gravel path is enclosed between

a retaining wall and the temporary
fencing of the yard, and disused sites
(fig 79).
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2.07 Standard Quay. continued

The working front of Standard Quay
is a concrete apron whose aggregate
finish gives it a sandy appearance
which is not unattractive. The space
between the black weather-boarded
former buildings facing the quay and
the Monks Granary is by contrast of
potholed tarmac (fig 80). This area
accommodates some car parking
and sitting out space for the café and
shops.

Beyond this area the Georgian period
Standard House terminates and
deflects the view to the north. This
handsome building, long vacant, is
undoubtedly a focal point for the area
(fig 80). Its stone steps are in need of
repair and the unmade-up surface

in much of this part of Standard
Quay can accommodate only small
volumes of vehicular movement. The
area up to the other landmark, the

former warehouse, Oyster Bay House,

is at the time of writing undergoing
change and therefore precludes
appraisal. The footpath at present,
unmade-up and cramped, leads on
the landward side to the Chambers
Wharf area.

At the southern end of this character
area, occupied at present by a coach
depot and former oil depot, public
access is extremely limited. The
quayside narrows considerably at
this point, terminating at a dead end
looking onto an indented waterfront,
precluding any pedestrian

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

connectivity to the northern end of
Provender Walk. This is the longest
‘missing link” on the southern side of
the creek. The only pathway is on the
landward side, from Belvedere Road.
The concrete surface of this narrow
quay incorporates some rail track,

a reminder of the industrial heritage
of Standard Quay. These should be
recognised as heritage assets (fig

fig 80

The poor state of the surface detracts
from the setting of these historic build-
ings.

fig 81

Two landmark buildings at the northern
end of Standard Quay: Standard House
dating from the late Georgian period
and Oyster Bay House, a 19th century
warehouse. Both should influence the
materials and design of the surfaces of
Standard Quay.

fig 82

The southern end of Standard Quay nar-
rows considerably. The remnant rails set
in the concrete surface are a valuable
reminder of the working heritage of the
Quay.

2.07 Standard Quay. continued

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy
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2.08 Faversham Reach and Waterside Close. Character area 8.

This is a relatively recent gated developments link northwards to
residential development with terraced ~ Upper Brents via an access area
groups of houses fronting the Creek shared with the industrial estate (fig
(fig 83). The natural slope of the 86).

land has been built up behind the

sheet piling to create a quayside

with a small marina. A waterfront

footpath has been provided as the

development was designed for public f
access (fig 84). The freestanding
houses at the extreme east of the
development are designed as a
landmark cluster at the end of the
built up area of Faversham’s north
bank. The waterfront footpath ends
abruptly at the eastern and western
extremities of the development (fig
85). The roadways serving both

fig 84 fig 87

The area shares its access with the in-
with a walkway in front of the gardens. dustrial estate, marked by imposing gate
The small marina can be glimpsed to piers and interesting ‘guardhouse’ to the
the left. left. The existing footpath emerges on
the right hand edge of the picture.

The northerly part of the development

fig 85

Almost the whole of the waterfront of the
development showing the walkway in
front of the brick boundary walls

fig 86
The south western boundary of the area
protected by security fencing.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

2.08 Faversham Reach and Waterside Close. continued
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fig 88 Character Area 8 - appraisal.
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2.09 Chambers Wharf and Iron Wharf. Character area 9.

The area including and beyond the magnificent, isolated Oyster
Bay House warehouse is otherwise bereft of formal buildings.
Instead it is occupied by the storage of yachts and former railway
freight wagons minus their wheels, so numerous as to be the
local vernacular building form. The wagons, generally used as
storerooms are here, because the rail spur serving the wharfs
spread into this area, giving it the triangular plan seen on the map
(fig 89).

fig 89
Numerous former railway freight wagons
used for storage, are part of the informal
character of the area.

fig 90
A recent narrow unmade path running
to the rear of the quayside frontages.

fig 91

The north side of Oyster Bay House (on
the left) which has the potential to be a
focal space for the area.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

The designated footpath passes boat owners and the working nature
through the area alongside the wharf  of the area would appear to indicate
and onto the open flatlands leading that options for improvement are

to the Swale. Otherwise the area is likely to be limited.

largely private and is traversed by

unmade-up tracks (fig 90).

An area which has some potential for
enhancement is that immediately to
the north of Oyster Bay House (fig
90). This is the ‘entry’ point to the
area from the south via an unmade
footpath and is more open than

the rest of the area. From here the
footpath continues along the wharf
whilst another path turns inland.
However the need for security for

2.09 Chambers Wharf and Iron Wharf. continued

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy
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2.10 The Industrial Area and North East Fringe. Character area 10

Due to the nature of the industrial estate, an enclosed area with

service roads and yards associated solely with the industrial units,

this zone lies outside the remit of the strategy. However, it shares
its access point at the eastern end of Upper Brents (fig 93). A
public footpath skirts two thirds of its perimeter, which literally
marks the extremity of the built up area.

The footpath which skirts the

northern perimeter of the Faversham

Reach development, described in
6.08 emerges from its unpleasant
dogleg route at the entrance to the
industrial estate (fig 94). When
vehicles are parked in the area it

is unclear as to where the footpath
resumes, as the very small footpath
signs are obscured. A narrow gap
between the Industrial estate’s

western boundary and adjacent
housing (fig 95) reveals a path
which suddenly reveals wide, open,
flat fields (fig 96). The footpath,
now an unmade track leads round
the boundary of the estate on its
northern and eastern sides. A gate
between fields on the eastern side
concentrates northern and eastern
sides. A gate between fields on the
eastern side concentrates footfall,

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

producing a very muddy surface in

the winter months (fig 96). Eventually

the footpath links with the sea wall
running eastward along the creek.
The most easterly boundary of the
Waterside Close development is
an unsightly collection of fencing,
possibly erected to protect against
intruders (fig 97).

fig 93

Eastern end of Upper Brents, with the
entrance turning to the industrial estate
on the right and the footpath continuing
in line with the houses on the left.

fig 94
The entrance to the industrial estate

to the left. The formal footpath diago-
nally crosses this unsightly, ambiguous
space.

fig 95
The path skirts the industrial estate to
the right towards the open fields.

2.10 The Industrial Area and North East Fringe. continued

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

fig 96
Once at the open fields, the path be-
comes two informal tracks.

fig 97

The gate midway along the north east-
ern boundary of the area concentrates
footfall, creating a muddy area in wet
weather.

fig 98

The boundary of Waterside Close, with
the marked path continuing atop the sea
wall to the left.
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2.10 The Industrial Area and North East Fringe. continued
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3.00 Creekside Streetscape Issues

The appraisal of the character areas in section 2.00 has
underlined the variety of environments which comprise the
creekside area, offering a range of views, senses of enclosure from
open to enclosed, or urban to semi rural, activity to tranquillity and
a waterside character influenced by the state of the tide and the
passing seasons.

Section 2.00 has also pinpointed a variety of paths, pavements
and places reflecting the character of the creekside. In very broad
terms, the streetscape can be divided into the harder areas and
softer areas.

However as each character area has been appraised a number
of problems and issues have been identified. They relate for
example to poor maintenance, incoherence, potential hazards, or
inappropriateness of parts of the streetscape.

These are grouped into the topics below. They form the basis for
the strategy and projects described in the following sections of this
strategy.

:T”.hoelproblems are grouped into the topics (A) - (H) below, (some of which
overlap in some locations):

I Poor legibility and signage.

B Lack of continuity in routes.

Hazardous routes.

m Indirect or poorly aligned routes.

E Poor or badly maintained surfaces.

Unattractive surfacing, degrading the area character or the setting of
heritage assets.

ﬂ Ambiguous spaces (public or private?)

m Street furniture in poor condition or non existent. Selected photo images
in the following sections illustrate some of the issues.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy
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3.00 Creekside Streetscape Issues. continued
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3.00 Creekside Streetscape Issues. continued

Poor Legibility And Signage

The ‘gateways’ to the creekside are
largely not apparent, unclear and lack
signage Specific instances include:-
(numbers relate to locations on map
(fig 100)

01

The small green space at the junction
of Davington Hill and West Street.
This provides an excellent and rare
view of Stonebridge Pond and has
an interpretation board and seat, but
lacks any link to the footpath routes
overall. It is also a dead end - point (b).

02

Flood Lane is another attractive route
to the Pond, and to the Basin, but
there is no sign at the junction of
West Street.

03

Partridge Lane is the nearest potential
link from Market Place, but lacks

any sign and after the first 35 metres
becomes unattractive and indirect.
(fig 101)

04

Quay Lane is a key potential link; an
existing fingerpost on the opposite
side of Court Street needs reinforcing
at the Quay Lane corner. Although

there is an excellent sight line, the
pavements are extremely narrow and
on the north side have hazardous
steps. The heavy continuous traffic
adds to the hazardous feeling
(illustrating point c¢)

05

Abbey Street looking north at Quay
Lane. The ‘unofficial’ signage and ‘A’
boards point towards Standard Quay,
but this needs permanent signage
and repeaters, at one or two points

along this long albeit attractive street.

06

Smack Alley, Abbey Street. A sign
would reinforce this almost invisible
yet direct route. The recent crossing
at Belvedere Road at the other end
of the route is helpful, but signage
would assist legibility at this point.

07

Abbey Street north end. Unofficial
and informal signs perform the task
of leading people to Standard Quay
which is not visible at this point, and
some of the best views of creekside
Faversham are denied. (fig 102 and
fig 103)

fig 101
The junction of Partridge Lane and
Court Street. A potential link to the creek
although it is not apparent. (ref to point

03)

fig 102
Sign at the north end of Abbey Street to
inform and attract visitors. (ref to point

07)

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

arden Centre
Tea Room

{andarc Quzy -

fig 103
Another sign at the same location. (ref
to point 07)
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3.00 Creekside Streetscape Issues. continued

Lack Of Continuity Of Routes

There are a number of locations
where footpaths lead to a dead end,
or a pavement or footpath ends in

a roadway, often heavily trafficked.
Examples include:-

08

Either end of the footpath along

the north side of the Basin. At the
western end the footpath discharges
the pedestrian onto Brent Road just
where it narrows. At the eastern end,
the path ends in an area of grass,
with little visual continuity with the
path along Front Brents.

fig 104

The pavement ends at a hazardous
point in North Lane/Conduit Street. (ref
to point 15)

fig 105

The footpath running along the north-
ern boundary of Faversham Reach
ends with a blind corner. The path is in
permanent shade and the surface is not
well maintained. (ref to point 18)

fig 106
The approach road to Morrisons Store.
The footpath to the creek basin is lo-
cated at the gap in the brick wall on the
right. (ref to points 14 & 19)

09
The viewing area at Davington Hill
and West Street, see (a) above.

10
Various points along the quaysides on
the town side of the Creek:-

« between Town Quay and the bridge

- between Town Quay and the
quayside on its eastern side

« between Belvedere Wharf and
Provender Walk

- between north end of Provender
Walk and southern end of Standard
Quay (occupied by the oil depot and
bus depot).

These could be implemented through
negotiation with the landowners or by

planning agreements as appropriate,
to achieve a continuous walk from
Chambers Wharf to the bridge.

11

Town Quay/Green. There is no link
to the north east or south west or.
Potential routes are blocked by a wall
and a security fence.

12

North Lane, east side towards the
junction with Partridge Lane. (See
also (c) below.)

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

Hazardous Routes

Discontinuous, narrow or illegible
routes often tend to be hazardous
in terms of potential pedestrian/
vehicle (sometimes heavy vehicle)
conflict, or in terms of perceived
threat to personal safety. Critical
examples of hazardous routes are
(generally from west to east):

13
The junction of Brent Road and
Flood Lane

14
The path between Morrisons and
Shepherd Neame's service yards

3.00 Creekside Streetscape Issues. continued

15

Conduit Street/North Lane including
the junction with Partridge Lane. The
pavement also stops on the east side
of Conduit Street. (fig 104)

16
The bridge: tidal flow traffic and very
narrow footways.

17

Quay Lane: narrow pavements and
curving step at Belvedere Road
junction.

Indirect, Poorly Aligned Routes.

18

The footpath on the north side of
Faversham Reach development. This
is inconvenient, unattractive, poorly

maintained and potentially hazardous.

(fig 105)

19

The footpath between the service
yards of Morrisons and Shepherd
Neame's. As a dogleg route this is
almost invisible, unattractive and
with a local reputation for being
hazardous. The steps at either end
further reduce its convenience.
(fig 106)

20
The footpath at the northern end of

Belvedere Road, behind the oil depot
sites.

21

The footpath south of the Oyster Bay
House.

22

The indistinct area around the
entrance of the industrial estate and
east end of Upper Brents.

Poorly Maintained Surfaces.

23

Flood Lane northwards to Brent
Road. (Also relates to (f) below at
Purifier building).

24

Decorative paving and planting at the
junction of Conduit Street and Bridge
Road is in poor condition. (fig 107)

Unattractive Or Inappropriate
Surfacing, Degrading The Area
Character Or The Setting Of
Heritage Assets.

25

The surfacing around TS Hazard
building (broken tarmac etc), and the
traditional paving to its west. (fig 108)

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

fig 107

The decorative paving and planting at
the corner of Bridge Road and North
Lane is uncared for. Perhaps the paving
materials could be rescued and reused
elsewhere. Note the clutter of unrelated
signs etc. (ref to point 24)

fig 108

Poor choice of materials around TS
Hazard. The area is also neglected.
(ref to point 25)
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3.00 Creekside Streetscape Issues. continued

26
The parking area in front of the Swan
and Harlequin pub.

27
Smack Alley: nondescript surfacing
along a historic lane.

28

The area on the south side of
the weather boarded buildings at
Standard Quay.

29

The south side of Oyster Bay House:
poor quality materials including road
planings.

Ambiguous Spaces

These spaces or routes are in some
cases designated footpaths on private
land, or permissive paths, or subject
to agreement with the owners have
the potential to become footways as
creekside walkway exists.

30
The Chambers Wharf area

31
Provender Walk

32
Faversham Reach/Waterside Close

Street Furniture In Poor Condition
Or Non Existent.

The limited street furniture that exists
in the area is generally in a poor state
of repair. There is little seating, except
along Front Brents and a lack of litter
bins in places.

33

Poorly sited and little used seats on
Bridge Road, either side

of the bridge. (fig 109)

34
No seating at Town Quay and green.

35
Informal, unfixed seating at Standard
Quay as none is provided.

36

Railings at the bridge are poorly
designed and in poor condition.
Gates and other sluice and bridge
equipment are in poor condition. (fig
110)

37

The interpretation board at Crab
Island is missing and the timber
frame for the board is in poor
condition. (fig 111)

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

fig 109
Steel seat set low in the pavement tar-
mac in an unattractive location in Bridge
Road. (ref to point 33)

fig 110

Equipment at the bridge in poor condi-
tion. The galvanised steel railings could
be replaced with a more appropriate
design. (ref to point 36)

fig 111
Missing interpretation panel; the timber
frame is also in need of repair. Perhaps
these could be relocated? Crab Island
(ref to point 37)

4.00 Strategy for the Creekside Streetscape

4.01
Overall Principles

The following overall principles should
be applied to the public realm of the
Faversham creek area and form part
of the strategy for the creekside area.
These principles should be referred
to when implementing the plan,
individual projects and development
management decisions. They should
also form the basis for any briefing
for development sites regarding the
public realm, frontages and access to
the creekside area.

4.02

The aim of all improvements for the
creekside public realm should be

to create a coherent, connected,
legible, attractive, accessible and
safe footpath network within the area
and between it and other parts of the
town.

4.03

The design solutions should
contribute to the enhancement

of a sense of place and local
distinctiveness and reflect the
character of the conservation area
(and its sub areas).

4.04

Design solutions should improve the
setting of heritage assets as defined
in this document.

4.05

Improvements should be functional,
durable, fit for purpose and designed
for ease of maintenance.

4.06

Improvements should be designed to
be implemented on a piecemeal yet
coordinated basis, as resources allow.

4.07

Street furniture (railings, bollards,
seats, bins, lighting etc) should be
appropriate to the character of the
creekside. Street furniture should also
be suited to the overall character of
the town and the particular character
of each character area. Where

street furniture is specified in the
Faversham Streetscape Strategy this
should normally be considered as
appropriate.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy
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5.00 The Plan

5.01
Introduction

Section 4.00 outlines the guiding principles regarding the
improvements to the streetscape of the creekside area. This
section establishes guidelines for the planning and design of
specific items in the overall streetscape. Section 6.00 sets out
guidance for projects for discrete areas of the creekside.

Design and implementation decisions regarding the creekside

must be influenced by the particular context to which they relate.

As section 2.00 has demonstrated, the creekside area has a

number of sub areas, each with their own character. These can be
broadly divided into the ‘Town side’ areas and ‘Brents side’ areas.

The following two design codes outline the general approach to

be taken in each. This will determine choice of materials and the

relative informality or formality of design decisions.

150

FAVERSHAM

REER-

fig 112 Suggested

et nameplates.

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy

5.02
Town Side Design Guidelines.

In general the southern side of the
creek extending from Iron Wharf in
the east to Ordnance Wharf in the
west, consists of a more built-up
harder edged environment knitting
back to the fabric of the historic town
centre. Almost without exception

it is on this southern bank where
quayside and wharf are to be found,
sometimes with buildings directly
on the waterfront. The area has a
relatively tight grain and the public
realm is usually hard surfaced.

Consequently, paving should be
more formal, for instance using
paving slabs, setts and kerbs where
appropriate, signage should be
fixed to walls and cast iron should
predominate over timber.

5.03
Brents Side Design Guidelines

Generally the northern bank of the
creek, extending from Stonebridge
Pond (including the east end of Flood
Lane), to The Brents, Crab Island
and the north eastern fringe of the
creekside area. This is characterised
by a landscape of greens, tributary
creeks, soft banks, trees and informal
paths, both in form and materials.
Exceptions to this pattern are;

the Front Brents modest terraces
(albeit here the frontages abut
shared spaces) and the recent
Faversham Reach and Waterside
Close residential developments which
present the only formal quayside on
this bank.

Consequently, the design approach
should be more informal in character,
with ‘soft-edged’ paths of a gravel-
type appearance, timber posts
delineating routes as necessary
and less lighting overall. Signage is
likely to be located on posts, and
timber will predominate over metal.
However, the only exception to this
recommendation in the area is on
the north side of the bridge, where
railings, ‘serpent’ seats and lamp
posts would be appropriate.

5.04
Signage

The Appraisal has identified the
relative incoherence and illegibility of
the footpaths, public and semi public
spaces within the creekside area, as
being an inhibitor to greater access
for residents and visitors alike.

It is proposed that a variant of

the existing street nameplates

as specified in the Faversham
Streetscape Strategy be used to (a)
direct pedestrians to the creekside

5.00 The Plan. continued

Faversham Creek Streetscape Strategy
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5.00 The Plan. continued

and (b) provide signage to mark the
footpaths and accessible quaysides
around the creek.

The drawing (fig 112) shows the
design which utilises the font and
general nameplate shape, but which
incorporates space for a direction
arrow in a semicircular panel. The
overall shape of the nameplate is
reminiscent of traditional signage and
the arrow which would be pointing
in one of four positions: ahead
(upwards), left, right and left and
right.

The sign (500mm wide) should be
of an enamel finish on a metal base,
with the background colour being
complementary to the town centre
nameplates which are dark blue.
Signs should only be used where
absolutely necessary, to indicate
the pathway (map fig 113) shows
suggested locations for signs, etc.
Wherever possible the nameplates
should be fixed to walls. When

the creekside sign is located in
conjunction with a street nameplate,
it should be located on the vertical
centreline of the street nameplate,
either above or below it.

Where wall fixing is not possible, the
nameplate should be fixed to a lamp
post or other existing post. Only if this

option does not exist should a new
post be provided for the nameplate.
It may be possible or appropriate

in certain locations to mount the
nameplate (double sided) as a
hanging sign from a bracket.

5.05
Codes for Street Furniture,

Interpretation, Lighting and Fittings
The appraisal has identified

where items of street furniture,
interpretation, lighting etc are in
poor condition, are inappropriate,
create clutter, or would be beneficial
if installed. These guidelines are

set out as a reference point when
considering the design and location
of such items. As a general rule items
should be as robust as possible in
terms of materials and installation,
should be located having regard

to each other (e.g. seat, bin, light
and sign) and avoid incremental
collections of items creating clutter.

(a) Street Fu